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Introduction

The Advocacy Report Card is divided into three sections.

+ Section 1a provides detailed information on the government response to the spring 2020 resolutions and
includes the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Board of Directors’ reaction to the response as well as
anticipated follow up.

¢ Section 1b provides detailed information on the government response to the fall 2020 resolutions and
includes the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Board of Directors’ reaction to the response as well as
anticipated follow up.

+ Section 2 updates members by reporting on all active resolutions, grouped by advocacy area.

Please note that due to a change in the Government of Alberta process and timelines for providing RMA with
initial government responses to resolutions, the Winter 2021 Advocacy Report Card includes initial responses
for both spring 2020 and fall 2020 resolutions (sections 1a and 1b). Future editions of the Advocacy Report
Card may continue to include initial responses to only the previous convention’s resolutions, depending on
the timing of the receipt of government responses.

Definition of Terms

Following endorsement by RMA members, resolutions are sent to the appropriate level of government for
response. Once a response is received, RMA labels the resolution with one of five indicators which determines
the status of that resolution. The intention of providing a status for each resolution is to evaluate whether the
government response meets the intent of the resolution. The status is not intended to reflect RMA’s advocacy
efforts on a resolution.

Below are the descriptions of all resolution ranking statuses.

STATUS DESCRIPTION

Accepted Meets RMA criteria as outlined in a) the resolution and b) as per the
expectations of the Board of Directors.

The development addresses that action is being taken to meet the intent of
the resolution, but further action is required.

Some resolutions include multiple ‘asks’ in the operative clause. This status
indicates that one of the ‘asks’ has been met while others require further
action.

Intent Not Met The intent of the resolution has not been met as outlined in the resolution or
the current developments do not meet the approval of the Board of Directors.

Incomplete RMA has not received enough information to assign a status. Further follow-
Information up is required for RMA to make an informed decision on how to proceed.



Section 1a: Government Responses to Spring 2020
Resolutions

RMA recently received responses to the resolutions adopted at the spring 2020 convention from the
Government of Alberta and Government of Canada. The following table provides an overview of the initial
assessment to resolutions following the response. RMA emphasizes that this table only reflects the initial
response received from the Government of Alberta and Government of Canada and that advocacy efforts on
all resolutions are in progress.

Reactions at a Glance

# RESOLUTION NAME STATUS
1-20S Alberta Wetland Mitigation Directive
2-20S Additional Depreciation of Machinery and Equipment Property Intent Not Met
(Schedule D)
4-20S Water and Wastewater — Laws, Regulations and Funding Intent Not Met
5-20S Regional Economic Development Alliances Continued Provincial Intent Not Met
Funding
6-20S Economic State of Crisis Intent Not Met
ER1-20S Loss of 2% Strychnine Incomplete
Information
ER2-20S New Physician Funding Framework Incomplete
Information

ER3-20S Housing Management Body Compliance Requirements During
Pandemic Response



Resolution 1-20S
Alberta Wetland Mitigation Directive

Saddle Hills County Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Environment and Parks

WHEREAS the Alberta Wetland Policy requires municipalities to implement practices that impact budgets and
project timelines with minimal improvements to the environment; and

WHEREAS the wetland application process can take several months if a field assessment is required as it can
only be completed during the plant growing season; and

WHEREAS most of the costs associated with the wetland restoration program are used for administration, with a
minimal amount used to improve the environment; and

WHEREAS municipalities are required to hire engineers to complete desktop and wetland assessments and
Alberta Environment and Parks use significant staff resources to review engineer assessments and process
applications; and

WHEREAS rural municipalities manage the majority of Alberta’s public road infrastructure; and

WHEREAS roads require consistent maintenance and/or re-building to support a growing province, ensure public
safety, accommodate increased use including extra weight and more traffic, and align with current standards;
and

WHEREAS the consequences of not completing road maintenance as required, due to extended time and extra
cost, could include putting public safety in jeopardy due to a lack of upgraded roads, and loss of transportation
routes for industry and the public due to road bans or road closure;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta urge the Government of Alberta to
modify the Alberta Wetland Mitigation Directive to minimize the administration and assessment process to
reduce costs and approval times for municipalities; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that funds collected through the Alberta Wetland Mitigation Directive be directed
to environment improvement projects that have low administration fees.

Government Response

Alberta Environment and Parks

Environment and Parks is aware that the Water Act and Alberta Wetland Policy (AWP) regulatory requirements
for municipal road maintenance impacting wetlands can be onerous for municipalities. The department is
developing a streamlined regulatory process to reduce red tape for low-risk wetland impacts resulting from
municipal road maintenance activities. We appreciate RMA’s support in delivering a survey to its members,
which has helped to scope the department’s work to reduce red tape for municipal road maintenance activities
impacting wetlands. The department plans to re-engage municipalities this summer to get feedback on
regulatory solutions targeted for fall 2020. We are examining how to implement the Water Act and AWP more
efficiently. It is important that we continue to hear input and ideas from rural municipalities on red tape
reduction.

A key premise of the AWP and the Wetland Replacement Program (WRP) is to replace wetland area and function
in watersheds, where permanent wetland disturbances were approved under the Water Act and AWP. The WRP
will provide funding for approved wetland replacement projects in accordance with service agreements with



municipalities. One goal of the WRP is to establish agreements with municipalities to restore and construct
wetlands that will directly benefit communities and the surrounding ecosystem. Replacement projects will help
manage flooding or water quality issues, provide habitat to specific species and could provide additional
recreational or educational opportunities.

Our government acknowledges that up to 70 per cent of wetlands have been lost in the settled parts of Alberta,
and the WRP is focused on demonstrating restoration and construction of wetland area to offset ongoing and
historical wetland losses. Restoration activities that result in functional improvements to a wetland are eligible
for funding, as long as they are linked to restoration activities that will result in wetland area gains.

Wetland replacement projects offset wetland impacts (paid as a wetland replacement fee to the department
through the Water Act approval process), which includes fees paid by municipalities for road impacts to
wetlands. This approach will provide a substantially better opportunity for municipalities by reducing liability
and increasing financial funding opportunities by:

e Ensuring collaboration to achieve shared provincial and municipal outcomes,

e Reducing administrative burden and liability associated with long-term Water Act conditions to
complete permittee-responsible replacement, and

e Providing financial security to complete wetland replacement projects, including additional funding
sources from fees collected from other activities in the other municipalities (for example, wetland losses
resulting from urban development and industry).

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) response acknowledges the challenges being faced by rural municipalities
related to wetland applications and indicates that AEP is currently developing a streamlined regulatory process
to reduce red tape for low-risk wetland impacts resulting from municipal road maintenance activities. RMA and
its members have been actively engaging with AEP and sharing challenges rural municipalities are facing in
wetland applications, and RMA is pleased to hear that those concerns have helped scope the department’s work
to reduce red tape for municipal road maintenance activities impacting wetlands. RMA and its members look
forward to continued engagement with AEP to share ideas on red tape reduction for wetlands.

One of AEP’s major initiatives is the Wetland Replacement Program (WRP) which will provide funding for
approved wetland replacement projects in accordance with service agreements with municipalities. One goal of
the WRP is to establish agreements with municipalities to restore and construct wetlands that will directly
benefit communities and the surrounding ecosystem. AEP intends for the WRP to reduce liability and increase
financial funding opportunities for municipalities by ensuring collaboration to achieve shared provincial and
municipal outcomes, reducing administrative burden and liability associated with long-term Water Act
conditions to complete permittee-responsible replacement and providing financial security to complete wetland
restoration projects.

This resolution specifically asks for the Government of Alberta to modify the Alberta Wetland Mitigation
Directive to minimize the administration and assessment process to reduce costs and approval times for
municipalities and that funds collected be directed to environment improvement projects. Although AEP’s
response does not directly state any modifications to the Alberta Wetland Mitigation Directive, AEP’s intent for
the WRP is to minimize the administrative burden, liability and reduce costs for municipalities.

This resolution is assigned a status of Accepted in Part and will be re-evaluated based on the progress of the
WRP.



Resolution 2-20S
Additional Depreciation of Machinery and Equipment Property (Schedule D)

MD of Opportunity Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Municipal Affairs

WHEREAS machinery and equipment (M&E) property is assessed in accordance with the Alberta Machinery &
Equipment Assessment Minister’s Guidelines (the Guidelines), adopted by way of Ministerial Order every year;
and

WHEREAS additional depreciation may be granted under Schedule D of the Guidelines “[f]lor any depreciation
that is not reflected in Schedule C...provided acceptable evidence of such loss in value exists”; and

WHEREAS several assessment complaints have been filed with the Municipal Government Board respecting
assessments for M&E requesting additional depreciation under Schedule D of the Guidelines on the basis of
industry-wide economic conditions; and

WHEREAS the Provincial Assessor’s policy with respect to Schedule D is to not grant additional depreciation on
the basis of industry-wide economic conditions; and

WHEREAS the Provincial Assessor’s policy ensures that assessments are not affected by industry-wide economic
conditions and that assessment of M&E is based on a stable, predictable system; and

WHEREAS policies are already in place to reduce assessments prepared for and taxes paid on M&E, including the
reduction of all assessments of M&E to 77% of the value determined in accordance with the Guidelines, a 25%
immediate depreciation on M&E pursuant to Schedule C of the Guidelines, and the exemption of M&E from
education requisitions; and

WHEREAS municipalities depend on the stable, predictable assessment system established by the Guidelines;
and

WHEREAS if the Provincial Assessor’s policy respecting the assessment of M&E is changed, there will be a
significant redistribution of the assessment base within municipalities;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) advocate for the Government of
Alberta to take steps to ensure that assessments for Machinery and Equipment are not adjusted under
Schedule D of the Alberta Machinery & Equipment Assessment Minister’s Guidelines on the basis of industry-
wide economic conditions; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that RMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to amend Schedule D of the
Alberta Machinery & Equipment Assessment Minister’s Guidelines to confirm the status of the current policy
that additional depreciation under Schedule D is not available on the basis of industry-wide economic
conditions; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that RMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to not consider any changes to
the Alberta Machinery & Equipment Assessment Minister’s Guidelines without full consultation and
consideration of the impact of any changes on all Alberta taxpayers.

Government Response

Alberta Municipal Affairs

It continues to be Municipal Affairs’ perspective that Schedule D depreciation is not applied as a result of
general economic conditions, and this has been reinforced in directives from the Provincial Assessor. We will



await the outcome of the ongoing complaint process related to this issue before determining whether any
additional response is warranted.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

In 2020, the Government of Alberta undertook a review of the assessment model for regulated oil and gas
properties. The review process included consideration of changes to how Schedule D depreciation is applied to
various property types, including a shift away from the use of additional (Schedule D) depreciation in some
proposed scenarios.

Following the review, the Minister of Municipal Affairs made temporary adjustments to the assessment model,
which included a further reduction in the assessment value of low producing wells through changes to Schedule
D of the Alberta Machinery & Equipment Assessment Minister’s Guidelines. This change is intended to reduce
costs of oil and gas companies responsible for low-producing wells due to the broader economic challenges
currently facing the industry, which is in direct opposition to the request in the first operative clause of the
resolution.

Additionally, RMA does not believe that the Government of Alberta has adequately considered impacts of
changes to Alberta taxpayers during the assessment model review process (as mentioned in the third operative
clause). Therefore, this resolution is assigned a status of Intent Not Met. RMA will continue to advocate for the
reduced use of artificial changes to assessment levels through Schedule D in future reviews of the assessment
model.



Resolution 4-20S
Water and Wastewater — Laws, Regulations and Funding
County of Grande Prairie Carried as amended

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Environment and Parks, Environment and Climate Change
Canada

WHEREAS the Government of Canada and Government of Alberta draft and implement laws and regulations to
protect the environment and public health, including the production and distribution of potable water and the
collection, treatment, and release of wastewater; and

WHEREAS the production and distribution of potable water and the collection, treatment, and release of
wastewater are essential services crucial to safe, healthy communities; and

WHEREAS the production and distribution of potable water and the collection, treatment, and release of
wastewater are often provided by municipalities, municipal commissions, or municipally-owned utility
companies; and

WHEREAS the laws and regulations governing the production and distribution of potable water and the
collection, treatment, and release of wastewater can have both direct and indirect effects on the cost of
providing these services; and

WHEREAS many water and wastewater service providers are challenged to fund the infrastructure deficits under
the current laws and regulations governing the production and distribution of potable water and the collection,
treatment, and release of effluent;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) advocate that the governments of
Canada and Alberta consider and evaluate the financial impacts that all existing and proposed laws and
regulations governing the production and distribution of potable water and the collection, treatment and
release of wastewater will have on municipalities, municipal commissions, or municipally-owned utility
companies, and share this information with RMA; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that RMA advocate to the governments of Canada and Alberta to recognize water
commissions and cooperatives and deem them eligible for funding programs; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the governments of Canada and Alberta establish adequate, stable, long-term
funding for all affected water and wastewater service providers which considers the rising costs of providing
these services due to federal and provincial laws and regulations.

Government Response

Alberta Environment and Parks

Reliable access to safe, secure drinking water for all Albertans is our government’s priority. The department is
aware of the resourcing challenges smaller municipalities face in delivering safe, reliable drinking water and
wastewater services. To support financing of infrastructure for small municipalities, the Government of Alberta
administers two funds through the Alberta Municipal Wastewater Partnership and the Water for Life program.
These programs have committed a combined $207 million to municipal works over the next three years.

Given Alberta’s current fiscal reality, there are no immediate plans to change the funding model for drinking
water and wastewater infrastructure. As part of our red tape reduction activities over the coming year, we will
be examining aspects of the challenges you have identified, including opportunities to right-size regulations for
smaller water treatment system managers.
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RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Government of Alberta’s response acknowledges the resource challenges rural municipalities face in
delivering safe, reliable drinking water and wastewater services. Currently, the Government of Alberta
administers two programs: Alberta Municipal Water/Wastewater Partnership and the Water for Life program to
help finance water and wastewater infrastructure in smaller municipalities and has committed to a combined
$207 million to municipal works over the next three years.

This resolution is requesting that the Government of Alberta and Canada to recognize water commissions and
cooperatives and deem them eligible for funding programs and to establish adequate, stable, long-term funding
that considers the rising costs of providing water and wastewater service providers.

The Government of Alberta response indicates that due to the current fiscal reality, there are no immediate
plans to change the funding model for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure. This resolution is assigned
a status of Intent Not Met and RMA will continue to advocate for the Government of Alberta and Canada to
establish adequate, stable, long-term funding for water and wastewater service providers that considers the
rising costs of providing services.
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Resolution 5-20S
Regional Economic Development Alliances Continued Provincial Funding

MD of Spirit River Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Economic Development, Trade and Tourism

WHEREAS for 20 years the Government of Alberta (GOA) has embraced a partnership with Alberta municipalities
to plan and undertake regional economic development initiatives of mutual interest; and

WHEREAS the success of this partnership has made Alberta a leader in the delivery of regional economic
development; and

WHEREAS Regional Economic Development Alliances (REDAs) provide a cost-efficient venue for the GOA and
municipalities to build partnerships to foster economic growth in their regions; and

WHEREAS REDAs provide a substantial multiplier effect on dollars invested; and

WHEREAS the GOA has limited staffing resources and capacity to offer comparable economic tools and
opportunities to rural members to those in urban areas, and

WHEREAS the majority of rural municipalities cannot afford to hire their own economic development officers;
and

WHEREAS REDAs are dependent on the GOA’s support due to additional downloading onto municipalities such
as policing, which limits the ability of REDAs to charge greater membership fees to municipalities; and

WHEREAS the five-year funding agreement for REDAs expired March 31, 2020 and there has been no response
on a renewal of this contract; and

WHEREAS the loss of REDAs due to GOA funding cutbacks may result in the loss of strong intermunicipal
collaborations in rural Alberta that have taken 20 years to build;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) advocate that the Government of
Alberta enter into a five-year contract with the existing nine Regional Economic Development Alliances
(REDAS) at an equivalent or higher funding arrangement as was in effect in the previous agreement; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that RMA request that the Government of Alberta enter into meaningful
discussions with REDA chairs to ensure long-term sustainability of REDAs.

Government Response

Alberta Economic Development, Trade and Tourism

Our government has made some tough decisions in planning the 2020-21 provincial budget. | am aware that
measures undertaken to protect the health and safety of Albertans due to COVID-19 and the downturn in oil
prices will have an important effect on our plans, the extent of which is not yet fully known.

Please be assured that the Regional Economic Development Alliances (REDAs) will continue to receive support
for their organizational operations, although given the province’s fiscal challenges, this will be reduced from
what was available in prior years. | feel strongly that REDAs have an important role to play in supporting growth
and prosperity in Alberta’s local and regional economies. The Ministry of Economic Development, Trade and
Tourism (EDTT) will continue to work with REDAs and other economic development partners as we continue to
stabilize our economy and move towards growth.

The current economic downturn, combined with the global pandemic, is having an unprecedented effect on
Alberta’s citizens, regions and economy. EDTT is engaging extensively with businesses, economic development
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organizations, and industries during the pandemic; and will be adjusting our response and information on an
ongoing basis. We continue to actively monitor the situation and are working to provide businesses with the
information and supports that they need. For workplace guidance and supports to help businesses and non-
profits affected by COVID-19 begin to reopen and resume operations safely, please visit alberta.ca/Bizconnect.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

While the Government of Alberta response indicates the important role that regional economic development
alliances (REDAs) play in Alberta’s economic growth, RMA is concerned with the indication that REDA funding
will be reduced due to the province’s fiscal challenges. REDA’s play a crucial role in providing promotion and
support for regional investment in the province and reducing their funding may provide the province with
modest short-term fiscal relief but will likely result in reduced long-term investment and economic growth in
rural areas.

In further follow-up correspondence on this issue, Alberta Jobs, Economy and Innovation (formerly Alberta
Economic Development, Trade and Tourism) indicate that new three-year funding arrangements (2020-22) are
being completed at a reduced rate from previous agreements. This is concerning as the resolution requests five-
year funding arrangements at a level equivalent or higher than previous levels. Additionally, the supplementary
correspondence indicated no plan to meet directly with the chairs of each REDA.

RMA assigns this resolution a status of Intent Not Met and will continue to advocate for adequate funding for
REDAs, and for increased collaboration between the Government of Alberta and REDA chairs.
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Resolution 6-20S
Economic State of Crisis
Brazeau County Carried as amended

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Economic Development, Trade and Tourism, Alberta Energy,
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada

WHEREAS Alberta’s unemployment rate is trending upward and remains above the national average; and
WHEREAS consumer bankruptcies increased by 9.1% from November 2018 to November 2019; and
WHEREAS citizen dependence on employment insurance in Alberta is on the rise; and

WHEREAS consumer confidence is plunging due to sustained economic decline; and

WHEREAS rural crime, due in part to increased unemployment, has increased markedly since 2014; and
WHEREAS commercial bankruptcies are seeing a year over year increase since 2016; and

WHEREAS certain bureaucratic government policies in response to perceived environmental emergencies have
resulted in actual corporate and personal financial crisis;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta advocate to the governments of Alberta
and Canada to declare an economic state of crisis and work with all levels of government to develop and
enact policies designed to secure investment and employment in the energy and agricultural sectors.

Government Response

Alberta Economic Development, Trade and Tourism

Investment attraction is a priority for the Government of Alberta, and as identified in our government’s A
Blueprint for Jobs Plan, we will soon be releasing an Investment and Growth Strategy. To enable job-creators in
attracting investment, the Alberta Investment and Growth Strategy is an overarching framework to guide
policies and programs focused on retaining and expanding domestic and foreign direct investment into the
province, resulting in shared economic prosperity, using a systematic approach across the investment
continuum (from identification to aftercare). This includes a concentrated effort on principal sectors like energy
and agriculture, which currently have a comparative economic advantage, and tourism, as well as key enabling
sectors with a high potential to fuel momentum and growth in the wider provincial economy — technology,
aerospace, and financial services.

By building on our strengths in a coordinated Team Alberta approach, our investment attraction ecosystem can
transform to be consistently strategic, reliable, timely and tailored. As announced in Budget 2020, a new
investment attraction agency will be established to focus on high-value, high-impact investment opportunities,
including new foreign direct and Canadian investment.

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

Recognizing the challenges facing our industry, Agriculture and Forestry has taken action to protect
employment, support agriculture, and attract investment in Alberta’s agriculture and agri-processing sector,
including new funding to support farmers, agri-businesses, and food processors. These include:

e Enhanced business risk management programs under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership Programs to
compensate producers for disruption to processing capacity in the livestock and agri-processing sector.
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¢ New employee support programs and training for agri-business and agriculture. The purpose of this
program is to provide support to the agricultural and horticultural businesses and services to help
address the impact of COVID-19. The program will provide a grant to eligible employers to offset the
costs of training and ensuring safety protocols are in place for new employees hired from the available
domestic labour pool. Eligible activities include training for new hire employees in the areas of COVID-19
safety procedures, training for new hire employees in occupational health and safety, and training for
new hire employees in work-related duties and activities. More information on the new program is
available from Mr. Drew Hiltz, Program Manager, who can be reached at drew.hiltz@gov.ab.ca or 780-
427-8228. Further details can also be found by visiting https://cap.alberta.ca/CAP/program/TRAINING.

e Launching Alberta’s Agriculture Job Connector, matching workers with employers to fill agriculture and
agri-food jobs, including employer and worker resources (for details,
visit https://www.alberta.ca/agriculture-job-connector.aspx).

e Supporting the Alberta Farm Fresh Producers Association to enhance connections between farms and
retailers, wholesales, restaurants, the food service industry, and consumers.

e Ensuring access to fibre to support a strong and competitive forest industry, attracting investment and
supporting jobs in forest communities through the Forest Jobs Action Plan.

Alberta’s competitive agriculture sector plays a key role in supporting rural communities and the economic
success of the province. As a major economic driver in Alberta, agriculture employs more than 75,000 people
and generates nearly $12 billion in annual export sales. Agriculture and Forestry’s Investment Attraction and
International Market Development sections have a strong mandate to facilitate expansion of the agri-processing
sector and support companies seeking access to international markets. As part of this, my ministry works closely
with Alberta’s international offices, economic development organizations, industry associations, and our
provincial and federal partners and others on a global basis.

In addition, the Government of Alberta has launched a new strategy to champion Alberta’s agricultural sector to
ensure continued growth and long-term success for the sector. As part of this strategy, | have asked senior
leaders from the agricultural and agri-processing sector, including farmers, ranchers, agri-business leaders and
members of the academic community to come together as an Agriculture Industry Advisory Committee to
provide strategic advice and recommendations on emerging issues and priorities. These industry leaders will
work to highlight Alberta’s sustainable agriculture practices and illustrate how our industry leads on a global
stage to feed people around the world and inspire consumer confidence in agricultural products produced in
Alberta.

Alberta Energy

e Alberta Energy’s perspective regarding the unprecedented impacts currently facing our energy industry
aligns with the RMA’s Resolution 6-20S.

e The Government of Alberta is taking steps to ensure our energy industry is attractive to potential
investors, and providing support for employment opportunities in the energy sector.

e The Government of Alberta appointed Dr. Jack Mintz to lead the Economic Recovery Council to provide
advice on how the province can fact the economic crisis related to the energy price crash and COVID-19.

Supporting Business and Employment

e Alberta’s Recovery Plan, released on June 29, takes bold action to create jobs that get people back to
work, build infrastructure and diversify our economy. Through this plan, the province will build on its
economic strengths to attract investment and position the province for prosperity.
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Alberta is financially supporting the Keystone XL pipeline by providing $1.5 billion in equity investment
in 2020 and a $6 billion loan guarantee in 2021. Keystone XL is estimated to create 1,400 direct and
5,400 indirect jobs in Alberta.

Alberta Energy has significantly increased its proactive advocacy with the federal government to
increase the province’s authority over areas of provincial jurisdiction, and advance our vital economic
interests, such as building energy pipelines.

Alberta’s Site Rehabilitation Program launched in May 2020. The $1 billion program, funded by the
federal government COVID-19 Economic Response Plan, provides funding to eligible abandonment and
reclamation work on oil and gas sites in Alberta. The program will create around 5,300 jobs.

o Alberta also extended its loan to the Orphan Well Association (OWA) by up to $100 million in
March 2020 to help support energy sector job creation and clean up orphan wells.

As one of the cleanest carriers of energy, the natural gas value chain will play a critical and enduring role
in energy security and environmental outcomes.

o Alberta is focusing on new and expanded pathways to promote growth in industrial demand,
petrochemical manufacturing, domestic and global liquefied natural gas, plastics recycling and
repurposing, and the emerging hydrogen economy,

o The Government of Alberta confirmed its $1.1 billion commitment to the Petrochemical
Diversification Program in October 2019.

Alberta is modernizing the province’s minerals strategy to provide guidance and help establish Alberta
as an attractive place for mineral investment and innovation, and to capitalize on its vast mineral
resource potential.

In response to growing global demand for helium, on May 13, Alberta announced an effective helium
royalty rate of 4.25 percent. This provides clarity for investors and ensures a fair price for Albertans. It
will create both direct and indirect employment opportunities from helium extraction and processing
facilities.

The Government of Alberta continues working to provide greater policy and regulatory clarity for
proponents wanting to invest in Alberta’s geothermal energy-am area that represents a significant
opportunity to support economic diversification and competitiveness.

Reducing Red Tape

Alberta Energy has taken steps to simplify and reduce the regulatory burden on Alberta’s energy sector,
such as repealing unnecessary and outdated regulations and legislation, enabling the OWA to better
manage and accelerate their clean-up of wells and sites, and reversing course on the capacity electricity
market.

o Energy’s agencies have also been directed to reduce red tape and develop work plans to address
stakeholder concerns and achieve reductions.

As a result of the Government of Alberta’s review of the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER), a number of
steps were taken to improve the AER’s mandate, governance and operations to help make Alberta more
competitive.

o In April 2020, government appointed a new board of directors and CEO. On May 27,2020,
government introduced Bill 7, the Responsible Energy Development Amendment Act. If passes,
the legislation will provide government with the authority to establish maximum timelines for
the AER to review applications.
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e Alberta successfully negotiated a preliminary equivalency agreement with the federal government on
methane emissions reductions, protecting industry from onerous federal regulations. The preliminary
agreement requires review and approval by federal cabinet before Canada’s regulations are stood
down.

Selling Alberta to the World

o Alberta Energy works closely with the Alberta Washington Office, and is undertaking targeted U.S.
engagement to remind American audiences in oil producing and pipeline states of the importance of
Canadian oil in an integrated energy market.

o Akey priority for the Government of Alberta is to inform the world how Alberta produces energy with
the world’s highest environmental, social, and governance (ESG) standards.

o Alberta Energy is leading the development of a provincial ESG strategy aimed at strengthening
and promoting Alberta’s position as a responsible energy producer and attracting investment to
its energy sector.

Alberta is accelerating development and awareness of the provinces’ leadership in ESG performance;
establishing international offices as centres for advocacy and information about our energy sector; and
continuing to hold conversations with United Kingdom, European Union, and other international audiences to
showcase our excellent credentials.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Alberta Energy response indicates that the Ministry is working on developing a provincial environmental,
social and governance (ESG) strategy that will be aimed at strengthening and promoting Alberta’s position as a
responsible energy producer and attracting investment to its energy sector. In addition, Alberta Energy has been
reducing red tape in the energy sector by repealing unnecessary and outdated regulations and legislation and
expanding the Orphan Well Association’s (OWA) powers to better manage and accelerate their clean-up of wells
and sites. RMA appreciates Alberta Energy’s efforts to attract and secure investment with these initiatives, it is
too early to determine whether these efforts will attract investment to Alberta. The RMA will continue to
monitor these initiatives and update members on their status.

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry’s responses also include encouraging initiatives to support the growth of the
province’s agriculture industry.

Although the investment and growth strategies and supports identified in the Government of Alberta’s response
is an encouraging step toward supporting the province’s economic recovery, the response makes no reference
to declaring the economic state of emergency referenced in the operative clause of the resolution, or of working
with the Government of Canada to encourage increased investment and growth in Alberta’s energy and
agriculture sectors.

Further follow-up correspondence on this issue from Alberta Jobs, Economy and Innovation (formerly Alberta
Economic Development, Trade and Tourism) also highlights collaborative provincial-federal efforts to support
Alberta’s economic recovery, including internationally-focused attempts to define and defend Alberta’s
environmental, social and governance standards across all sectors as a means to attract international
investment to the province, as well as matching levels of municipally-focused funding that will indirectly support
the agriculture and oil and gas industries by supporting Alberta’s infrastructure.
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As the provincial responses do not indicate a plan to declare a specific economic state of crisis, and RMA has not
yet received a response from the Government of Canada, this resolution is assigned a status of Intent Not Met.
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Resolution ER1-20S
Loss of 2% Strychnine

Cypress County Carried as amended

» Advocacy Target: Health Canada, Agriculture and Agri-food Canada, Pest Management
Regulatory Agency

WHEREAS the federal Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) has cancelled the registration for 2% Liquid
Strychnine for use on Richardson’s Ground Squirrels (RGS) as of March 4, 2020; and

WHEREAS agricultural producers require a product to effectively assist in the control of RGS; and
WHEREAS after March 4, 2023, owning and using strychnine will be illegal and owners/users could face fines;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta request that Health Canada and the Pest
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) reinstate the use of 2% Liquid Strychnine on a permanent basis to
agricultural producers to utilize on their farms for control of Richardson’s Ground Squirrels (RGS), or that
Health Canada and the PMRA provide an alternative solution that produces as effective a result as strychnine
in a financially responsible manner for the continued control of RGS.

Government Response

RMA has not received a response to this resolution.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

RMA recognizes the ongoing need for tools for farmers to control pest species that impact agricultural
information. As RMA has not yet received a response from the advocacy targets identified above, this
resolution is assigned the status of Incomplete Information.
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Resolution ER2-20S
New Physician Funding Framework

Lac la Biche County Carried

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Health

WHEREAS on February 20, 2020 the Government of Alberta ended negotiations with the Alberta Medical
Association and terminated the master agreement with Alberta physicians; and

WHEREAS the master agreement ended on March 31, 2020, when a new physician funding framework was
implemented; and

WHEREAS the new funding framework changes how Alberta physicians are compensated; and

WHEREAS physicians have expressed serious concerns about the viability of their practices under the new
framework, especially in rural Alberta; and

WHEREAS rural and small municipalities have historically struggled to attract physicians under the now-
terminated master agreement, making the prospect of doctors leaving under the new framework very likely;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta urge the Government of Alberta to
reengage in negotiations with the Alberta Medical Association to mutually arrive at a new master agreement
that ensures continued timely access to healthcare for all rural Albertans.

Government Response

RMA has not received a response from Alberta Health (AH) to this resolution. Both AH and the Alberta Medical
Association (AMA) have made proposals regarding a new master agreement, however, there is currently not a
new master agreement in place.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

RMA remains engaged in issues regarding access to healthcare for rural Albertans, and is closely following the
relationship between Alberta Health and the Alberta Medical Association. However, without a formal response
to this resolution, or significant progress towards a new master agreement, RMA cannot evaluate this
resolution. As a result, RMA assigns this resolution as Intent Not Met.
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Resolution ER3-20S
Housing Management Body Compliance Requirements During Pandemic Response

Mountain View County Carried

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Seniors and Housing

WHEREAS the World Health Organization has declared a global pandemic for COVID-19 on March 11, 2020 and
Alberta housing management bodies (HMBs) and continuing care operators (CCOs) have been in pandemic
response since that time; and

WHEREAS HMBs and CCOs have been proactive in taking preventative steps and complying with directives and
orders from Alberta Health (AH); and

WHEREAS Alberta HMBs and CCOs have incurred unbudgeted costs for labour and supplies and lost revenues to
vacancies in order to meet AH compliance requirements; and

WHEREAS the pandemic-related revenue and cost impacts for Alberta HMBs and CCOs are not currently funded
by any federal or provincial programs; and

WHEREAS these lost revenues and costs are not recoverable through business interruption insurance; and
WHEREAS at some point, HMBs and CCOs must make up lost revenues and costs to sustain operations; and

WHEREAS in the event of a COVID-19 outbreak in a facility, there is a clear current that a single HMB or CCO will
not be able to supply full front-line labour requirements;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) request the Government of
Alberta to provide funding to Alberta housing management bodies (HMBs) and continuing care operators
(CCOs) in support of front-line workers for the additional labour, personal protective equipment and
operational supplies and lost revenues due to complying with COVID-19 pandemic directives and orders; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that RMA request the Government of Alberta to immediately provide a plan for
emergency supply of labour, personal protective equipment and operational supplies to Alberta HMBs and
CCOs in the event of a COVID-19 outbreak at a facility in Alberta.

Government Response

Alberta Seniors and Housing

The Government of Alberta appreciates the efforts of staff working for HMBs and continuing care operators
(CCOs), to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and keep residents safe and healthy. Our government is working hard
to address the financial impact of public health orders on HMBs and CCOs, and to ensure they have tools in
place to prevent and respond to an outbreak in their buildings. It is also vital we maintain a fiscally responsible
approach to spending under Budget 2020, particularly in this challenging economic climate.

On April 20, 2020, our government announced new funding to increase staffing of health care aides to alleviate
pressures in contracted continuing care facilities. This increased funding allows for wage top-up of an additional
$2 per hour for health care aides, and will help facilities hire additional staff and practicum students. The wage
supplement will help alleviate the financial burden for those staff who normally work at several sites, but are
now restricted to one site.

Furthermore, on May 19, 2020, our government announced more than $170 million to help keep residents and
staff in seniors’ lodges, long-term care (LTC) and designated supportive living (DSL), safe from the virus, with

funding being used for enhanced staffing, extra cleaning supplies, and personal protective equipment (PPE). Of
that amount, $30 million is being allocated to lodge operators, with the remaining $140 million to LTC and DSL
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operators. This funding is retroactive to March 15, 2020, and will continue until the public health orders from
the Chief Medical Officer of Health are lifted.

Seniors and Housing and Health are working together to ensure this funding is provided to HMBs and CCOs in a
timely manner. Organizations began receiving funding on June 8, 2020.

Alberta Health Services (AHS) is also supplying PPE (along with directions on how to use it) at no cost to HMBs
and contracted CCOs (i.e., LTC and DSL) to keep workers, and the residents they care for, safe. Finally, to support
sites dealing with an outbreak, the AHS Coordinated COVID-19 Response Team has been made available to help
navigate these situations.

Seniors and Housing, Health, and AHS are meeting regularly with the continuing care associations, representing
both contracted and non-contracted supportive living operators from across the province, to gain a thorough
understanding of their issues and difficulties. Analysis and discussions are ongoing, and our government remains
committed to working closely with HMBs and CCOs to monitor their fiscal challenges and support them in
maintaining operations during the pandemic.

Finally, Health is frequently updating guidance and recommendations on how to protect Albertans against the
spread of the novel coronavirus, based on evidence and the expert advice of our public health officials.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Government of Alberta response indicates that specific emergency provincial funding was provided to HMBs
and CCOs beginning on June 8, 2020 to allow for the purchase of PPE and other related equipment. Additionally,
the response indicates that AHS has supplied PPE to HMBs and contracted CCOs at no cost. This, combined with
the two-dollar-per-hour wage subsidy to better support employees during this time, effectively addresses the
resolution’s first operative clause.

The resolution response also indicates that the AHS Coordinated COVID-19 Response Team has been made
available to assist HMBs and CCOs in procuring and deploying PPE.

The resolution response does not indicate that the Government of Alberta has developed an emergency
response plan to address a breakout of COVID-19 at a facility in Alberta. Ensuring both the province and facility
operators and staff are prepared to recognize and mitigate the impacts of a breakout is critical to supporting the
safety of residents, staff and the broader community. RMA assigns this resolution a status of Accepted in Part,
and will seek further information on the development of an emergency response plan.
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Section 1b: Government Responses to Fall 2020
Resolutions

RMA recently received responses to the resolutions adopted at the spring 2020 convention from the
Government of Alberta and Government of Canada. The following table provides an overview of the initial
assessment to resolutions following the response. RMA emphasizes that this table only reflects the initial
response received from the Government of Alberta and Government of Canada and that advocacy efforts on

all resolutions are in progress.

Reactions at a Glance

¥ RESOLUTION NAME STATUS
1-20F Police Funding Model Freeze Incomplete
Information
2-20F Blue-Ribbon Panel to Review Unpaid Taxes Owed by Oil and Gas Intent Not Met
Companies
3-20F Support for Alberta Farmland Trust
4-20F Provincial Policing Costs Levy — Designate as a Requisition Intent Not Met
5-20F Legislated Notice Requirement Intent Not Met
6-20F Government of Alberta Embargoed Committee Work Intent Not Met
7-20F Amendments to Municipal Government Act Section 619 Intent Not Met
8-20F Enhancing Support for Farmers When a State of Agricultural Disaster  Intent Not Met
is Declared
9-20F CRTC Aggregate Wholesale Pricing to Mandate Rural Investment Intent Not Met
10-20F  Weed Issues on Oil and Gas Sites in Rural Alberta Intent Not Met
12-20F Expansion of Elk Hunting for Management in Agriculture Production  Intent Not Met
Areas
13-20F Provincial Government Disaster Recovery Program Payments Intent Not Met
15-20F Security Deposits for Dispositions Intent Not Met
16-20F Federal and Provincial Disaster Support Accepted
17-20F Rural Small Business Properties Assessment Sub-Classes Amendment Intent Not Met
18-20F Municipal Decision-making on Fire Bans in Hamlets Within Forest
Protection Area
19-20F Reinstatement of the Benefit Contribution Grant for Early Childhood Intent Not Met

Educators
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Resolution 1-20F
Police Funding Model Freeze

MD of Lesser Slave River Carried

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Justice and Solicitor General

WHEREAS the Police Funding Regulation (hereafter referred to as “the Regulation”) was enacted by the
Government of Alberta on July 22, 2020; and

WHEREAS the Regulation states that each municipality receiving policing under the Provincial Police Services
Agreement (PPSA) shall pay a cost in each fiscal year for receiving policing services provided by the provincial
police service in an amount determined by the Minister in accordance with the Regulation; and

WHEREAS the police funding model established in the Regulation will start in 2021 at 10% of total provincial
costs under the PPSA, and increase to 15% in 2022, 20% in 2023 and 30% in 2024; and

WHEREAS for municipalities that have not borne the provincial policing service cost in the past, these additional
costs will be a significant budget line item in 2021 and beyond; and

WHEREAS the current PPSA was signed by the Minister of International and Intergovernmental Relations on
August 31, 2011; and

WHEREAS a corporate review of the current PPSA and the overall organizational structure, efficiency and
effectiveness of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police policing service has not been completed; and

WHEREAS as with any other municipal contracted service, municipalities need the best information available to
ensure that their taxpayer dollars are being used in the most cost-effective manner; and

WHEREAS rural crime in Alberta is increasing and the Government of Alberta has acknowledged this as a
priority;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) advocate to the Government of
Alberta to freeze municipal contributions under the police funding model at no greater than 10% of the total
policing costs under the Provincial Police Services Agreement (PPSA) until a corporate review of the PPSA and
the overall organizational structure, efficiency and effectiveness of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)
policing service has been completed and the review made available to all municipalities in Alberta; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that RMA advocate to the Government of Alberta that all monies collected from the
police funding model remain in the Rural Municipalities of Alberta district from which they were collected.

Government Response

N/A

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

RMA has not yet received a government response to this resolution. The resolution is assigned a status of
Incomplete Information and will be re-evaluated when a response is received.
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Resolution 2-20F
Blue-Ribbon Panel to Review Unpaid Taxes Owed by Oil and Gas Companies

Birch Hills County Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Municipal Affairs, Alberta Energy

WHEREAS the Government of Alberta oversees the development of the province's natural resources, grants
industry the right to explore for and develop energy and mineral resources, and encourages industry investment
that creates jobs and economic prosperity; and

WHEREAS rural municipalities require provincial support in the collection of the unpaid oil and gas property
taxes; and

WHEREAS there may exist an inequity in paid taxes between similar properties depending on their location in
rural Alberta; and

WHEREAS municipalities require property taxes to provide the infrastructure and services that industry relies on
to access natural resources; and

WHEREAS Alberta’s property tax system needs amendment to prevent oil and gas companies from refusing to
pay property taxes;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta urge the Government of Alberta to appoint
an independent panel of experts to review unpaid property taxes owed by oil and gas companies and its impact
on rural municipalities; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the panel provide the Government of Alberta and rural municipalities with
implementable recommendations related to the recovery of property taxes owed by oil and gas companies.

Government Response

Alberta Municipal Affairs

The Government of Alberta recognizes the ongoing concern from municipalities regarding unpaid property taxes
on oil and gas properties. With the downturn in the energy industry in recent years, some of the difficulty arises
from insolvency or receivership of oil and gas properties.

The province has taken measures to help alleviate the financial burden on rural municipalities. This includes
delivering the Provincial Education Requisition Credit program for uncollectable taxes on oil and gas properties,
and extending the program until the end of the 2021 taxation year.

Municipal Affairs continues to work with cross-ministry partners, including Alberta Environment and Parks,
Alberta Energy, and the Alberta Energy Regulator, to examine the tools available to municipalities to receive and
recover property taxes from oil and gas companies. However, this is a complex problem without any
comprehensive solution. The best way to ensure that oil and gas companies remain viable and capable of paying
property taxes is to support Alberta’s overall economic recovery, which the government continues to do through
the Alberta Recovery Plan.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Government of Alberta response makes no reference to the specific request made in the resolution: that
the province appoint an independent panel of experts to review the issue of unpaid municipal property taxes by
oil and gas companies. Additionally, the comment relating to Alberta Municipal Affairs working on this issue with
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internal ministry partners is frustrating, as responses to similar resolutions from 2019 (1-19F) indicated that the
same internal work was ongoing, with solutions estimated to be proposed in spring 2020. Clearly, no solutions
have yet to be proposed, and RMA has not received any detailed information on the progress being made on
this issue by the Government of Alberta.

The Government of Alberta has demonstrated its recent willingness to conduct independent reviews, panels,
and inquiries on issues that it deems significant, including the Alberta Health Services review, the COVID-19
response review, the Fair Deal Panel, and the Inquiry into Anti-Alberta Energy Campaigns. Given the province’s
frequent use of independent reviews, it is disappointing that the Government of Alberta response to resolution
2-20F does not even reference the specific request in the resolution and does not explain why an independent
review of this issue may not be the province’s preferred approach. Meanwhile, Alberta’s rural municipalities
faced approximately $173 million in unpaid taxes based on a January 2020 RMA member survey, suggesting that
this issue is extremely important for rural viability.

RMA assigns this resolution a status of Intent Not Met and will continue to emphasize the importance of this
issue.
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Resolution 3-20F
Support for Alberta Farmland Trust
Wheatland County Carried

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Environment and Parks, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry,
Environment and Climate Change Canada, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

WHEREAS the Alberta Farmland Trust is a new land trust organization pursuing charitable status and advocating
for the advancement of mechanisms to support the protection, conservation and enhancement of agricultural
lands in Alberta; and

WHEREAS the Alberta Land Stewardship Act (ALSA) establishes “the protection, conservation and enhancement
of the environment,” “the protection, conservation and enhancement of natural scenic or esthetic values,” and
“the protection, conservation and enhancement of agricultural land or land for agricultural purposes” as valid
purposes for conservation easements; and

WHEREAS Canada’s Ecological Gifts Program (EcoGift) offers “significant tax benefits to landowners who donate
land or partial interests in land to a qualified recipient” by way of a conservation easement with the purpose of
protecting and preserving ecologically sensitive lands, but no similar program exists in support of the protection,
conservation and enhancement of agricultural lands; and

WHEREAS funding, tax benefits, and support offered to ecological conservation easements (such as EcoGift) have
proven to be an effective tool for the conservation of ecologically sensitive lands; and

WHEREAS cultivated lands do not qualify under the EcoGift program; and

WHEREAS many of Alberta’s high quality, productive soils are found in areas with high development pressure and
therefore are at risk of loss without an effective mechanism for legal protection; and

WHEREAS agricultural land owners are unable to conserve agricultural land because of risks and costs that would
be alleviated by supports currently offered only for ecologically sensitive lands; and

WHEREAS rural municipalities, due to their obligatons under regional land use plans and their role as a voice for
rural landowners, have an interest in the availability of effective tools for the preservation of agricultural lands;
and

WHEREAS financial barriers to placing conservation easements on agricultural land render them economically
unavailable for legal protection at this time; and

WHEREAS the ALSA establishes that the Lieutenant Governor in Council or designated Stewardship Minister is
responsible for establishing, supporting or facilitating the development of conservation easements and
instruments, including for agricultural land or land for agricultural purposes;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) request that the Government of
Alberta support the creation of agricultural conservation easements on lands within Alberta’s highly productive,
food-producing areas through the following means:

1. The establishment of agricultural conservation as a priority under the Alberta Land Trust Grant Program
so that agricultural land trusts can access funding, and benefit from policy support;

2. Any other policies and programs that the Government of Alberta identifies to create functional
mechanisms for the protection and conservation of farmland in Alberta; and
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FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that the RMA request that the Government of Canada work with Alberta and other
provinces to establish an “AgriGift” program similar to the existing “EcoGift” in support of the protection,
conservation and enhancement of Canada’s most valuable food producing agricultural lands.

Government Response

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

Agriculture and Forestry (AF) recognizes the loss of agricultural land to other development is a concern to
Albertans. AF monitors and reports annually on fragmentation and conversion of agricultural land across the
province. These reports are available for municipalities to reflect on their efforts to minimize the conversion of
prime agricultural lands for non-agricultural purposes by implementing appropriate zoning and development
plans.

Conservation easements on private land have traditionally been used solely for environmental purposes, initially
through the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (1996) and more recently under the Alberta Land
Stewardship Act (2009). The Government of Alberta has also legislatively enabled Conservation Easement for
agricultural land (CE-ag) under the Alberta Land Stewardship Act. However, the practical use of CE-ag requires
policy support and incentives. AF will begin internal development of a provincial CE-ag policy in 2021, which will
be completed by spring 2022.

As the RMA Resolution 3-20F notes, land trusts registered for ecological purposes (to protect biodiversity,
habitat, native landscape etc.) are eligible to receive grants from the Alberta Land Stewardship Fund under
specific criteria. Conservation for agricultural purposes (as opposed to environmental values on agricultural
land) does not qualify for this grant under the current Alberta Land Trust Grant Program. This grant program is
guided by the Land Stewardship Fund Regulation under Alberta Environment and Parks. AF appreciates RMA's
advocacy to update or expand the Alberta Land Trust Grant Program that will recognize the agricultural value as
an eligibility criterion for grants.

Landowners who donate lands for ecological conservation receive significant tax benefits under the Ecological
Gift Program, which is enabled by the federal Income Tax Act. This incentive is currently not available for CE-ag.
A carefully crafted program similar to 'EcoGift' is important for the successful implementation of CE-ag.

Conservation easements are designed to be perpetual (i.e. hard to undo), and thus, not flexible to changing
situations such as future development needs, climate change, or altered demand for that specific land-use.
Agricultural lands or lands for agricultural purposes need to be clearly defined to ensure that CE-ag is applied
appropriately and supported through land use planning.

AF is actively exploring policy options that will provide clear guidelines for a sensible use of CE-ag in alignment
with relevant legislation and policies.

Alberta Environment and Parks

While the primary objective of the Land Trust Grant Program is the conservation and stewardship of native
landscapes, | am pleased to report the program introduced new provisions in 2020 to recognize the
conservation of agricultural land as part of the project evaluation process. The criteria focuses on protecting
native rangelands, primarily associated with ranching operations.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up
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RMA appreciates Alberta Agriculture and Forestry’s (AAF) understanding of issues related to the loss of prime
agricultural land and their commitment to develop policies to support the use of conservation easements for
agricultural land under the Alberta Land Stewardship Act. While the Government of Canada has not yet
responded, AAF indicates they support amending the Income Tax Act to recognize donors of agricultural lands
for protection.

The AAF response also indicates a willingness to modify the Alberta Land Trust Grant Program to provide
funding for agricultural easements. This work has begun, as the response from Alberta Environment and Parks
indicates the Alberta Land Trust Grant Program is available for agricultural land, currently focusing on native
rangeland conservation associated with ranching operations.

RMA assigns this resolution a status of Accepted in Principle, and will revisit this assessment after receiving
responses from the Government of Canada, and based on further action from the Government of Alberta.
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Resolution 4-20F
Provincial Policing Costs Levy — Designate as a Requisition

Lacombe County Carried

» Advocacy Target: Alberta Municipal Affairs

WHEREAS in December 2019, the Government of Alberta approved a new police funding model which requires
urban municipalities with populations less than 5,000 and all rural municipalities to pay a portion of provincial
policing costs; and

WHEREAS under the new police funding model, affected municipalities will contribute 10% of policing costs in
2020, 15% in 2021, 20% in 2022, 30% in 2023 and 30% in 2024; and

WHEREAS based on 2018 population and equalized assessment information the total amount of policing costs to
be borne by the affected municipalities is $15,407,888 in 2020-21, $26,655,970 in 2021-22, $37,855,777 in 2022-
23, $60,351,940 in 2023-24 and $60,351,940 in 2024-25; and

WHEREAS provincial policing costs represent a significant portion of the affected municipalities’ annual operating
budgets; and

WHEREAS pursuant to Section 354(1) of the Municipal Government Act, a municipality’s property tax bylaw must
set and show separately all of the tax rates imposed to raise the revenue required for requisitions, including the
Alberta School Foundation Fund, school board, housing management body, and designated industrial property
requisitions; and

WHEREAS Alberta Municipal Affairs has advised that policing costs are not legislatively designated as a requisition
and therefore there is no authority for municipalities to show policing costs as a separate line item on the
municipal tax bylaw, or to levy a specific tax rate for the collection of revenue to support policing costs; and

WHEREAS municipalites must include invoiced policing costs in municipal budgets and fund costs from revenues
collected from the general municipal tax rate; and

WHEREAS all residents of Alberta should know how much of their annual property taxes is allocated to policing
costs;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta request the Government of Alberta to
amend section 326(1)(a) of the Municipal Government Act by designating the provincial policing costs levy as a
requisition to allow municipalities to show separately on their property tax notices the tax rate imposed to raise
the revenue required for the provincial policing costs levy.

Government Response

Alberta Municipal Affairs

Government appreciates the desire for municipalities to be transparent with their taxpayers with respect to the
use of tax dollars. In consultation with Alberta Justice and Solicitor General, Municipal Affairs will consider
whether or not an amendment to the Municipal Government Act is appropriate as part of a review of the
finance provisions in the act in 2021.
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However, it should be noted that amending the Municipal Government Act to allow policing costs to be collected
through a separate tax requisition and tax rate could result in additional red tape and greater administrative
work for municipalities to administer this levy.

Municipalities already have a variety of means available to them to communicate with residents and taxpayers
with respect to the uses of tax revenue.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Government of Alberta response indicates that the request in the resolution will be considered when the
finance provisions of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) are reviewed in 2021. The Government of Alberta’s
response that designating the police costing levy as a requisition may create additional red tape is unclear, as
the current levy process already requires municipalities to pay the province directly for police services on a
regular basis, similar to a requisition process. Any minor administrative challenges would be more than offset by
the improved transparency that allowing policing costs to be displayed on property tax notices would provide
for municipal taxpayers.

RMA assigns this resolution a status of Intent Not Met and will advocate on this issue during the 2021 review of
the finance provisions of the MGA.
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Resolution 5-20F
Legislated Notice Requirement

Big Lakes County Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Municipal Affairs

WHEREAS both the Government of Alberta and Alberta’s municipalities are committed to govern in a way that
best serves the people of Alberta; and

WHEREAS both parties share a responsibility for funding and providing services utilized by Alberta residents and
businesses; and

WHEREAS to maintain essential municipal services, municipalities require financial stability and adequate notice
of potential provincial policy or legislative changes with significant impacts on municipal finances;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta advocate that the Government of Alberta
amend the Municipal Government Act to provide a mandatory notice period of one year before implementing
any action that will have the specific and direct effect of decreasing revenue or increasing required expenditures
for municipalities.

Government Response

Alberta Municipal Affairs

The Government of Alberta recognizes municipalities as key partners in providing services for Albertans and
facilitating economic growth and prosperity. The government strives to work collaboratively with municipal
governments and associations as much as possible—most recently exemplified by consultation on amendments
to the planning and development provisions of the Municipal Government Act during spring/summer 2020. The
RMA and other municipal associations received comprehensive consultation documents and participated in
thorough discussions with department staff and industry stakeholders to help inform proposed legislative
changes.

The Government of Alberta is not prepared to amend the Municipal Government Act to incorporate a
mandatory one-year notice period for any changes affecting municipal revenues or costs. While the government
fully supports the importance of the provincial-municipal partnership, the challenges facing Alberta are urgent,
and solutions cannot always wait a year or more for implementation. Instead, the Government of Alberta will
continue its commitment to early engagement with municipal leaders whenever and wherever possible.

The Minister of Municipal Affairs is directly responsible for working with municipalities and their associations,
and is committed to making time to discuss issues and opportunities directly with municipal leaders. Other
government ministers are similarly open to meeting with municipal representatives on specific issues wherever
possible. In addition to the standard engagement processes already employed by the Government of Alberta,
municipalities are encouraged to reach out to the appropriate minister(s) to initiate issue-specific conversations.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Government of Alberta response does not indicate a willingness to amend the Municipal Government Act
(MGA) to provide municipalities with one year notice prior to any legislative change impacting municipal
revenue. In fact, the response does not indicate any willingness to collaborate with RMA or its members to
improve on the current consultation process, which is often inconsistent, ad hoc, and lacking adequate time for
associations and municipalities to develop comprehensive positions on the issues being addressed.
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The example of effective consultation provided in the Government of Alberta’s response (changes to the
planning and development provisions in the MGA) was actually quite challenging for RMA, as limited time was
provided for participating associations to reach out to members, and specific proposed changes based on the
request of the development industry (most of which would have the impact of reducing or narrowing municipal
land use planning powers) formed the basis of the consultation. Similar challenges characterized the recent
assessment model review, as municipal participants had no choice but to push back against four different
proposed changes to how oil and gas wells were assessed, all of which would have reduced municipal revenues
to various extents. Despite the massive implications that the changes being considered would have had on rural
and small urban municipalities, RMA and AUMA were not permitted to inform their members of the changes
being considered or solicit member input until the review was concluded.

RMA appreciates that due to the fast pace and unpredictable nature of government, all consultations may not
be able to follow an identical process. However, this resolution suggests that RMA members are concerned with
the province’s current approach to consultation, and even if a legislated one-year notice period is not being
considered, the Government of Alberta needs to work with RMA and its members to improve the consultation
process to ensure the municipal voice is heard. RMA assigns this resolution a status of Intent Not Met and will
continue to advocate on this issue.
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Resolution 6-20F
Government of Alberta Embargoed Committee Work

MD of Willow Creek Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Executive Council

WHEREAS the Government of Alberta has recently undertaken public policy discussions and decision-making on
fundamental changes which affect local governments through “embargoed” processes which prohibit municipal
organizations participating in these processes from consulting with member municipalities; and

WHEREAS the Government of Alberta required that organizations participating in the assessment model review
abide by strict confidentiality requirements through an embargoed process; and

WHEREAS the Government of Alberta is requiring as a condition of participation in the Alberta Police Advisory
Board that organizations abide by strict confidentially requirements through an embargoed process; and

WHEREAS embargoed processes do not allow for the application of fundamental democratic processes including
transparency and consultation with parties most impacted by changes to government policy or legislation; and

WHEREAS municipal councils regularly address confidential information and are bound by the provisions of the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, the Municipal Government Act and municipal councilor
code of conduct bylaws and as such confidentiality requirements may be assured when consultations include
municipal governments;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta request the Government of Alberta to
amend its policy development processes for embargoed committee work to ensure that organizations that
represent municipal governments can share information and seek input from their member municipalities
during the committee process.

Government Response

Alberta Municipal Affairs

Government commends the Rural Municipalities of Alberta and other organizations for participating in policy
discussions, as it is valuable for government to hear all perspectives. It is important for options to be presented
to members of impacted organizations for their feedback, and government processes are designed to encourage
this wherever feasible.

Depending on the nature of the subject matter, or the stage of policy development, confidentiality may be
required. This is not the norm, however, and the Government of Alberta does not have a standard process for
embargoed committee work. As a result, the appropriate parameters may vary depending on the issue under
consideration. Whatever method is used to collect it, member feedback is invaluable in helping government to
make sound policy decisions.

RMA Reaction and Follow-up

The Government of Alberta response indicates that the province does not currently have a formal process for
determining when an embargoed process is required and have no plans to do so. As RMA members are
concerned with the current arbitrary nature of when consultations are embargoed, and the lack of ability for
organizations such as RMA to engage their members on issues that have been embargoed, this resolution is
assigned a status of Intent Not Met and RMA will continue to emphasize the need for member updates and
engagement in future embargoed consultation processes.
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Resolution 7-20F
Amendments to Municipal Government Act Section 619

MD of Willow Creek Carried
» Advocacy Target: Alberta Municipal Affairs

WHEREAS the Municipal Government Act (MGA) provides for the preparation and adoption of planning
documents such as intermunicipal development plans, municipal development plans, land use bylaws and area
structure plans to ensure orderly, economical and beneficial development and use of land; and

WHEREAS section 619 of the MGA allows a license, permit, approval or other authorization granted by the Natural
Resources Conservation Board (NRCB), the Energy Resources Conservation Board (ERCB), the Alberta Energy
Regulator (AER), the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board (AEUB) or the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) to
supersede municipal authority over land use planning; and

WHEREAS section 619 further states that if an application is received by a municipality for an amendment to a
statutory plan, land use bylaw, subdivision approval, development permit or other authorization under this Part,
and the requested amendment is consistent with the licence, permit, approval or other authorization granted by
the NRCB, ERCB, AER, AEUB or AUC, the municipality must approve the application thereby restricting or removing
the municipality’s decision-making authority regarding land use matters; and

WHEREAS the NRCB, ERCB, AER, AEUB or AUC are not legislatively required to consider municipal land use
planning bylaws when these Boards approve confined feeding operations, electrical generation or transmission
projects; and

WHEREAS the NRCB, ERCB, AER, AEUB or AUC have approved projects on productive agricultural lands resulting
in fragmentation and permanent loss of production; and

WHEREAS section 8 of the South Saskatchewan Implementation Plan for Agriculture requires municipalities to:
identify areas where agricultural activities — including extensive agriculture and associated activities should be the
primary land use in the region, limit fragmentation of agricultural lands and their premature conversion to other
non-agricultural uses, employ appropriate tools to direct nonagricultural subdivision and development to areas
where development will not constrain agricultural activities and to minimize conflicts between intensive
agricultural operations and incompatible land uses; and

WHEREAS the protection of productive agricultural land for agricultural purposes is a principle stated within many
rural municipalities” municipal development plans and land use bylaws; and

WHEREAS the NRCB, ERCB, AER, AEUB and AUC repeatedly and consistently approve licenses, permits, approvals
and other authorizations without consideration of local land use bylaws and without consideration of the
preservation of productive agricultural land;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Municipalities of Alberta urge the Government of Alberta to amend
Section 619 of the Municipal Governm