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1. Please identify your municipality

2. This response is intended as input from which of the following?

a. Administration

b. Individual councillor

c. Council as a whole

d. Other (please specify)

Part 1 – Planning and Development

Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs) will be mandatory for all municipalities who share a common boundary (except those in a growth management board). ICFs will address intermunicipal land-use planning, delivery and funding of regional services. Municipalities unable to complete an ICF in two years will be required to use arbitration at their own cost. The Minister may penalize municipalities who do not comply with the terms of an ICF.

The AAMDC has heard a number of member concerns and questions related to ICFs. As such, the following three questions will be used to gather member input on several aspects of ICFs.

3. The proposed legislation sets out a two year timeline for the completion of ICFs, with a third year to be used for arbitration in the event of non-agreement. Is this a reasonable term?

a. Yes

b. No

4.  What is a reasonable term for the completion of ICFs?
a. Two years

b. Three years

c. Four years

d. Five years

e. Other – please indicate

5. If the AAMDC could advocate to change one aspect of the ICF process as it is currently proposed, what aspect would you choose?
a. Term to complete ICFs

b. Provincial support associated with costs of ICFs

c. Provincial capacity support (templates, etc.) for the development of ICFs

d. Lessen requirements for rural to rural ICFs

e. Shorten term in which ICFs must be revisited by municipalities (currently five years)

f. Require all municipalities within the boundary of a rural municipality to undertake a single ICF

g. Other – please describe

6. Mandatory intermunicipal development plans (IDPs) between all municipalities sharing a common boundary will be a component of ICFs. The proposed timeline for completing IDPs is five years. To what extent do you support the inclusion of mandatory IDPs in the proposed legislation?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

7. What is a reasonable term for the completion of ICFs?

a. Two years

b. Three years

c. Four years

d. Five years

e. Other – please indicate
8. Please list any other comments you have related to mandatory IDPs.

9. The proposed legislation will require all municipalities in the Edmonton and Calgary regions to participate in growth management boards (GMBs) to provide for regional coordination around land use planning and the planning, delivery and funding of regional services. To what extent do you support the inclusion of GMBs for the Edmonton and Calgary regions in the proposed legislation?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose
10. Please list any other comments you have related to GMBs.

11. The proposed legislation will require all municipalities to complete municipal development plans (MDPs) within three years of the legislation coming into force. To what extent do you support the MDP requirement?

a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

12. Please list any other comments you have related to MDPs.

13. The proposed legislation introduces a new tool called a conservation reserve (CR). A CR allows a municipality to protect environmentally significant land within a development that could be developed by compensating the developer for the land at present market value. Once designated, a CR must remain in its natural state and cannot be sold or developed. How effective do you believe the CR tool will be in empowering municipalities to protect environmentally significant lands that would otherwise be developed?
a. Very effective

b. Somewhat effective

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat ineffective

e. Very ineffective
14. Please list any other comments you have related to CRs.

15. Please list any other comments you have related to items in the planning and development section that were not covered in the questions above.

Part 2 – Governance and Administration

16. The proposed legislation expands the mandate of the Alberta Ombudsman to address concerns with municipal decision-making processes. The ombudsman will review cases to ensure actions and decisions were fair and consistent with relevant legislation, policies and procedures. To what extent do you support the expansion of the Alberta Ombudsman’s mandate to include municipalities?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

17. What is your primary concern with the expansion of the Alberta Ombudsman’s mandate to include municipalities?
a. Lack of information about extent of power

b. Interference with local autonomy

c. Increase in frivolous/unjustified complains

d. Increased municipal costs in addressing complaints

e. No concern

f. Other – please describe

18. Please list any other comments you have related to the Ombudsman.

19. The proposed legislation requires municipalities to offer training to councillors following elections and by-elections. High level guidelines for what this training must include are indicated in the legislation, although municipalities will be able to customize all areas to be locally relevant. To what extent do you support the requirement for municipalities to offer mandatory training for councillors?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

20. Along with training, the proposed legislation requires municipal councils to establish codes of conduct. The details of what must be included in a code of conduct as well as measures that can be taken if councillors breach a code of conduct will be established in regulation. Municipalities will have the flexibility to customize codes of conduct to be locally relevant. To what extent do you support the requirement for municipalities to offer mandatory training?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

21. Please list any other comments you have related to councillor training and codes of conduct.

22. The proposed legislation requires all municipalities to complete three-year financial operation plans and five-year capital plans. The details of what these plans must include will be established in regulation. To what extent do you support these planning requirements?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose
23. Please list any other comments you have related to operational and capital planning requirements.

24. Please list any other comments you have related to items in the governance and administration section that were not covered in the questions above.

Part 3 - Taxation and Assessment

25. The proposed legislation does not revise the process for redistributing linear taxation. Linear taxation will continue to be paid to the municipality hosting the linear infrastructure. Please list any comments you have related to this decision.
26. The proposed legislation will link residential and non-residential mill rates. Non-residential mill rates will not be able to be more than five times higher than residential. Municipalities with a current ratio above 5:1 will be grandfathered in, and be allowed to maintain their current rates, but will never be able to increase the ratio. To what extent do you support linking the residential and non-residential mill rates?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose
27. Please list any other comments you have related to linking the non-residential and residential mill rates.

28. The proposed legislation allows municipalities to split the non-residential property class into separate sub classes to account for different types of industrial properties. The details related to sub-categories will be introduced through regulation. To what extent do you support splitting the non-residential property class?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

29. Please list any other comments you have related to splitting the non-residential property class.

30. The proposed legislation centralizes assessment responsibility for some industrial property (linear, all properties regulated by AER, AUC, and NEB, major plants, and other property designated by the Minister) under the mandate of Municipal Affairs. To what extent do you support centralizing industrial assessment?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

31. In meeting with our members, the AAMDC has heard a number of specific concerns related to the centralization of assessment for designated industrial properties. Please select one or more of the following concerns you have about the centralization of assessment? 

a. Loss of local autonomy for municipalities

b. Loss of local knowledge from current municipal assessors

c. Costs to municipalities to appeal assessments completed by the province

d. Potential loss of assessment values 
e. Costs to complete assessments 

f. Confusion and lack of clarity around which assessors assess what aspects of a property

32. Please list any other comments you have related to centralizing industrial assessment.
33. The proposed legislation expands the scope of off-site levies to include libraries, community recreation facilities, fire stations, and police stations. Developers will be required to contribute to the construction of these facilities if at least 30% of the new facility will benefit the new development. As the percentage of benefit increases, so will the required developer contribution. The method for measuring the benefit will be determined through a regulation. To what extent do you support the expansion of off-site levies?
a. Strongly support

b. Somewhat support

c. Neutral

d. Somewhat oppose

e. Strongly oppose

34. Please list any other comments you have related to expanding the scope of off-site levies.
35. Please list any other comments you have related to items in the taxation and assessment section that were not covered in the questions above.
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