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Workshop Agenda
• Chelsea – Overview

• Craig – Production Focus

• Linette – Production Focus 

• Question and Answer Period

2



Why does this concern you?

• Federal government
• Regulating production facilities

• Provincial government
• Regulating retail facilities

• 100m set back – municipalities can customize these
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to highlight the focus for most rural municipalities will be the production side of things, so we are going to focus on that, today in this workshop, but I will also quickly mention one key piece of provincial regulation about retail facilities that is also important.

There are two reasons I will highlight here having to do with other levels of government:
The first is because there may be cannabis production facilities looking to set up in your municipality.
Production facility licences will be regulated and managed by the federal government. 
Municipalities involvement will start when a production facility licence applicant begins the application process to propose a production facility. The applicants need to give notice to the municipality of their intent – as required through the proposed federal regulations.
You will want to amend your land use bylaws before a production facility is approved in your municipality by the federal government so that you can designate in your LUB where you would prefer for it to go.
Secondly, the provincial government has decided on a 100m set back from cannabis retail facilities to schools and hospitals. This is the provincial standard, although municipalities are able to increase or decrease this distance through changes made in the land use bylaw. 
So why does this concern you? If no amendments are made for either, production facilities may be able to locate themselves in locations in your municipalities that may be undesirable, and for the case of retail facilities, the 100m provincial regulation will be the default.



Things to consider before amending the land use 
bylaw:
Definitions

You may want to add definitions for 
cannabis-related uses that are 
consistent with provincial and 
federal definitions.

Siting

You may consider limiting 
cannabis-related facilities to 
specific zones in your land use 
bylaw.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two high level areas you should consider before amending your land use bylaw.

The first is thinking about how you want to define both facilities, uses and zones, and whether you want to create a new zone for cannabis-related facilities or whether they fit into your LUB already. 

I am going to give you a few examples of definitions from real LUB in Alberta both of medicinal and recreational.



Example – Definitions 
Retail Establishment
• Retail Establishment means a development used for the retail sale of 

consumer goods, from within an enclosed building, except for the sale of 
liquor and medical marihuana. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this land use bylaw, the municipality chose to create a definition for a retail establishment that specifically excludes the sale of both liquor and medical marijuana. This is a way for a municipality to differentiate a retail facility selling liquor or medical marijuana, and designate areas in which these sales can occur in a more controlled manner.

Photo: http://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1067664/cannabis-magasins-prives-vente-ligne-publique-marijuana-alberta



Example – Definitions 
Medical Marihuana Production Facility
• Medical Marihuana Production Facility means the use of land, buildings or structures for purposes of growing, 

producing, processing, labelling and packaging, testing, destroying, storing or transporting marihuana under 
authorization by license pursuant to the Medical Marihuana Production Regulations. SOR/2013-119, or any 
successor or replacement legislation or regulation which may be enacted in substitution thereof. 

Marijuana Production Facility
• MARIJUANA PRODUCTION FACILITY means a facility, comprised of one or more buildings or structures used for 

the purpose of growing, processing, packaging, testing, destroying, storing or shipping Federally licensed 
marijuana. A marijuana production facility consists of some or all of the following components: greenhouses, 
warehouses, laboratories, processing facilities, administrative offices, a rainwater reservoir, and shipping facilities 
but does not include onsite retail sales of Federally Licenced Marijuana. All activities associated with the growing, 
processing or shipping functions shall be located inside fully enclosed buildings.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first defines a “medical” production facility, while the second defines a general marijuana production facility. 

Spelling… 

The second explicitly mentions that marijuana is federally licenced, whereas the first does not do this. Additionally, the second definition explicitly lists what “components” are included in a facility, such as greenhouses and warehouses, whereas the first uses more general language saying the use of land, buildings or structures.



Examples – Siting 
Classification
• Discretionary Use

• …means the use of land or a building for which a Development Permit 
may be issued by the Development Authority, with or without 
conditions. Discretionary uses require the approval of the Municipal 
Planning Commission. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the research that RMA conducted of land use bylaws, most facilities were classified as discretionary use. The benefits of doing this is that it gives each municipality the ability to review applications on a case by case basis.




Examples – Siting 
District
• Direct Control 

• “... means a land use designation where Council or, 
where Council has delegated the authority, another 
Development Authority exercises particular control over 
the use and development of land or buildings, in 
accordance with the Act.”

• Industrial, Heavy
• “…means the use of land, buildings and/or structures for 

an industrial activity that creates significant adverse 
impacts beyond the boundaries of the site for which the 
associated activity takes place due to appearance, 
emission of contaminants, noise, odor, traffic volume, 
fire, explosive hazards or dangerous goods. 

• Characteristics of Industrial, Heavy may include: 

a) Moderate to extensive open storage or 
stockpiling of raw materials, vehicles and 
machinery that may be partly or wholly visible 
off the site 

b) b) Significant noise in the general operations of 
the use 

c) c) Potential exposure of the environment to 
chemicals and other forms of pollution from the 
general operations of the use 

d) d) Hazardous Industry.”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There were varying approaches about what district to put cannabis-production facilities…

This is where we saw the most variation. 





“What should I 
do?”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You might be wondering:



… It depends!

1
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And the answer is: it depends!



Things to think about:

• Public consultation may be required

• LUB amendment require three readings by council 
and a public hearing

• The process could take anywhere from 6-8 weeks or 
more 

• Don’t need to reinvent the wheel – talk to others

• Work with your lawyers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk to others – you can check our website, where we have tried to compile a list of examples of municipalities who have or are in the processing of amending their land use bylaws; their contact information is on there, so get in touch if you have a question. We also have copies of these examples here to take.

First picture: http://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/cannabis-retail-applications-open-in-alberta
Second picture: http://edmontonjournal.com/business/local-business/aurora-cannabis-ships-medical-marijuana-to-germany-to-offset-european-supply-shortage



Now to the 
professionals…
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